AUSTRALIAN COLLABORATING CENTRE FOR THE ICIDH

Report for the period May 1996 to April 1997

The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare became a WHO Collaborating Centre for the development of the ICIDH in 1994, via an extension of its terms of reference as a centre for the ICD.

Work of the Australian Collaborating Centre in 1996-97 towards the ICIDH revision has proceeded in three main areas.

1. Participation in the revision of the ICIDH

1.2 The May 1996 request to draft a qualifier for the P dimension

At the May 1996 ICIDH meeting in Geneva, the Australian Collaborating Centre was requested to draft a qualifier for the P dimension. The Australian Centre drafted an ‘enabling response’ proposal, appended to comments sent to the North American Collaborating Centre (NACC) meeting in October 1996. A final proposal, refining that work, and based on further developmental work and comments received from Australian and New Zealand experts, was sent to WHO in December 1996 as part of our comments on the alpha version of the ICIDH.

1.3 Comments on the Alpha version of ICIDH2

Comments were provided to the NACC meeting in October 1996, and final comments to WHO in December 1996. 

The Collaborating Centre prepared these comments based on:

•
extensive discussion with members of the Australian Disability Data Reference and Advisory Group ;

•
comments received from other Australian experts; 

•
our own knowledge of the Australian disability field, and involvement in the international revision process, including further work on revising the ‘enabling response’ proposal for qualifying the Participation dimension.
2. Disability Data Reference and Advisory Group (DDRAG) 

The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare has a national role in developing data on disability services, a role which is set out in its legislation, and recognised in a number of recent national reports and current developments on disability data. The Director of the Institute decided to establish a broadly-based advisory group, to provide a mechanism for concentrating the efforts of the Institute and the bodies with which it cooperates.

The Disability Data Reference and Advisory Group (DDRAG) was established in March 1996. The membership of the group was designed with the aim of achieving a cross section of the disability community and related data providers or analysts.  It contains members of consumer and service organisations, Australian State and Commonwealth Departments, statistical agencies, and invited independent experts. 

The Group has agreed to focus on two separate, yet related, strands of work: International and National. 

The objective of the international strand is to promote the effectiveness of Australia’s participation in the revision of the International Classification of Impairments, Disabilities, and Handicaps (ICIDH), and to ensure that, as far as possible, Australian views shape the revision and that the ICIDH becomes a useful and accepted tool in the Australian context after its revision.

DDRAG have contributed to the Australian Collaborating Centre’s comments on the Alpha ICIDH. The DDRAG was stimulated by the presence of Jerome Bickenbach during a two day meeting in September, largely devoted to discussing the Alpha version.

This Group provides the Collaborating Centre with an invaluable source of understanding and knowledge of the Australian disability field. Every effort has therefore been taken to weave these views into the papers of the Australian Collaborating Centre, both internationally in terms of the ICIDH revision, and nationally. 

The objective of the national strand of work is to promote the improvement and harmonisation of disability data collections in Australia at both the State and Commonwealth level. At present the work in this strand focuses on two key tasks: the development and further refinement of a ‘Disability and Aged Care Information Model’, and drafting a discussion paper ‘The definition of disability in Australia: moving towards national consistency’. This paper will be released when the draft ICIDH is publicly available, and will enable national discussion of the draft ICIDH and its relationship to the achievement of greater national consistency in disability data collections.

A desired output of the national strand is a data dictionary for use in population and administrative data collections of relevance to people with a disability. The data dictionary should, ideally, promote the harmonisation of data collected and the ability of policy analysts and researchers to relate data from different sources. It should also accommodate the necessary and inevitable differences in the target populations of the wide variety of services—both specialist and mainstream—which are of relevance to people with a disability.

The Group advises the Director of the Institute, and works toward its goals by:

•
promoting and providing a forum for discussion and cooperation among people working in disability data collections of national significance;

•
cooperative work among members of the Group, developing and agreeing standard definitions, classifications and codes for use in disability data collections;

•
facilitating consultation among people with a disability, service providers, clinicians, program administrators and people involved in research and data collection;

•
providing comment and advice as requested to people working in fields related to the purposes of the group; and

•
promoting and providing a forum for the exchange of information and comment among people with an interest in and/or responsibility for definitions of disability and in particular the ICIDH.

3. Plans for testing the ‘Beta’ ICIDH-2

Testing is planned in the following areas:

•
People with intellectual disabilities—testing both the concepts and classifications of Beta: This is a joint proposal involving the Institute and the new Centre for Developmental Disability Studies in Sydney (founding Director Professor Trevor Parmenter). A project proposal has drawn on earlier WHO documents outlining suggested protocols for project designs. Funding has been sought.

•
Disability among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities:  The Institute is currently negotiating to collaborate with an existing health project in this area, to ensure appropriate structures and consultation methods. The addition of the Context annexe to the ICIDH-2 may be particularly significant to understanding disability in these communities. 

•
National discussions of the ICIDH: These will be undertaken in tandem with national discussions of the Institute’s paper ‘The definition of disability in Australia: working towards national consistency’.

•
Taking other opportunities to obtain comment on ICIDH2: As an example, the Institute has been invited to present the Beta version to an expert group convened to discuss rehabilitation coding in mid 1997.
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