AUSTRALIAN COLLABORATING CENTRE FOR THE ICIDH

Report for the year ending November 1995

The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare became a WHO Collaborating Centre for the development of the ICIDH in 1994, via an extension of its terms of reference as a centre for the ICD.

In November 1994 a representative of the Institute, Ms Ros Madden, attended the WHO meeting on the ICIDH held in the Netherlands. At this meeting the Australian representative undertook that the Australian Centre would:

•
seek comments on the Nordic Centre’s paper on ICD/ICIDH overlap from experts in the field in Australia;

•
seek to establish a multi disciplinary reference group, including representatives of people with a disability, to provide comment on the work of the H-working group and the environment task force;

•
seek the involvement of the Australian Bureau of Statistics and others in trials of a new draft ICIDH.

Steps have been taken on all three tasks.

1
The Australian Bureau of Statistics was approached but was unable to provide comment on the Nordic Centre’s paper. The Institute has now made arrangements to take on the task after the November 1995 ICIDH meeting.

2
Considerable progress has been made with establishing a Disability Data Reference and Advisory Group, including government administrators, academics and representatives of disability organisations and statistical agencies. Agreement has been reached with key administrators on the structure of the Group and its purposes; a number of members have been identified. The functions drafted for the group are to:

1. Act as an Australian reference group to advise the Institute on the development of the ICIDH, to ensure that a wide range of views and disciplines are represented when formulating Australia’s comments on ICIDH developments.

2. To promote the development of a core set of relatable definitions, classifications and codes, suitable for use in disability data collections relating to major service programs and surveys of national significance, and for potential incorporation into a future National Health and Welfare Data Dictionary.

3. To promote consultation on the applicability of the ICIDH proposals and the development of the core set of relatable definitions, among people with a disability, program administrators, service providers, researchers, and information managers, with the goal of making these definitions as acceptable, relatable, feasible and relevant as possible

4. To promote the improvement and harmonisation of Australian disability data collections, in particular by the use of agreed standard data definitions, classifications and codes.


Staff resources have been arranged to support the work of the Group, and to work on the ICD/ICIDH overlap project (see 1 above). The Australian centre is ready to receive material on which to comment.

3
Informal discussions have been held with the Australian Bureau of Statistics about trialing the new draft ICIDH, possibly in the lead-up to their 1998 national survey on disability and ageing. Firmer arrangements are to be made, but it is considered feasible, depending on the nature and timing of material to be tested. ABS trials for the survey are likely to be held in 1996. The issue has also been raised with a representative of a rehabilitation school interested in the ICIDH. 

During 1994-95 two publications have been prepared of relevance to the ICIDH and its use in Australian collections relating to disability.

Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 1994: Measurement of disability: workshop proceedings AGPS Canberra

This publication contains papers of a multi disciplinary workshop.

Madden R, Black K, Wen X 1995 The definition and categorisation of disability in Australia. AGPS Canberra

This paper proposes a framework for the consideration of disability data in Australia, and discusses a number of administrative definitions in use and how these relate to the framework and to the ICIDH.
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